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Trend analysis is people’s account of the past and can provide a good idea of
the quantitative changes over time in different aspects of village life. This can
include trends in yields, population, livestock population, the number of
trees, area under cultivation, rainfall, etc. It helps to understand increases
and decreases in each aspects over a period of time by charting broad
movements/capturing trends in the local people’s lives rather than precise
shifts.

Process
The suggested steps in the process of trend analysis are as follows:
1. Select a group of local people who are interested in the exercise. Explain
to them the purpose of the exercise.
2. |Initiate a discussion on the present situation, and then move on to the
Objectives aspects of your interest: ex. density of trees, grass, wild animals,
collection of minor forest produce, income from forest, moisture
content, etc.
3. Encourage participants to come up with a list of aspects related to village
their lives from its members. Iife,. 'Fhen help to sel.ect the. most important ones. .
onificant changes in the 4. Facilitate the selection of time landmarks across which the trends could
Ir?tegrate S'_gm = g be studied. Qualities of time landmarks:
V|'Ilage pr'oflle. » Relevant to the topic of the study — to capture the change in all
Discuss village problems and any their details and diversity

increase or decrease in the severity of » Friendly to the participants so that they can relate to the years

the problems over the years rather casily.

that ask.lng d|rect.quest|ons. » Encourage the participants to depict the selected landmark years

Discuss mterventlons.and'measures on cards preferably by symbols of visuals.

that worked out or failed in the past 5. Ask participants to make a matrix on the ground using chalk to represent

and reason. the landmark years (top-bottom) and various aspects like density of

Understand people’s perception of the trees, grass, wild animals, etc. (left-right).

SRR s el S 6 With one aspect (ex. density of trees), ask participants to depict the

things to come in the near or distant situation today in the relevant cell using symbols, visuals, seeds, sticks,

future with or without intervention. sand, etc. Encourage participants to do this with each time landmark.
el e S 7 Ask participants to explain the diagram and have a discussion on their

the present state of affairs to plan the findings. Ask them: “What are the major trends?” “What was the

possible interventions. cause?” “What can be done and who can play a role in it?” “What can
the participants and local peoples do themselves?” “What can they do

e Learn how the community perceives
change over time in various aspects of

Local people understand things about with a little assistance from outside?”
R Bl 8, Ask participants if they would like to make any changes or to add any
that have taken place throughout the new aspects to the matrix.
years. 9. Copy the diagram onto a sheet of paper with details of the legend, the
scoring system, the participants and facilitators, and the location and
date.

10. Interview participants on the diagram, asking questions to gain clarity.
11. Triangulate the findings with other members of the community.
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Example of Trend Analysis: Figure 1. Trend analysis of Aukpa-Adoka, Nigeria (natural resources)

nimpenderce | SDPRP | Q QLD | LEEHY GOOLO
msome | ORGP | PODY | QB0
R L B PR FUTTPLS R IFTEY (Sl PYY R L
w2omsh | gapaf | ARRE | AARR |RARA

19790rovght |~ | e Q| B 0 |~
oo | (HDOOB | POPP | GO | QPQ
wes | g PPV SRkt

wme | PO | ¥Hr | FBO |HFHE
- | 5998 998 | PP |98

| QPBP | PRS | PO | QPP
w000 PEE |PPeP |Pees
PPEW| QPR | 90Q R8P

it Depleted Forest,
@ Clearing Operation (ﬂ3

Participants: Narayan Behra, Raghunath, Arjun Pradhan, Sanjay Biswal, Sangirthan Barik and Bhrusay
Biswal

@O
License:

Creative Commons Attribution 3.0
Unported creativecommons.org/licenses/by/3.0/

Good Forest -Df}' Completely Destroyed

Regenerated Forest Regenerated Good Forest

Major Source: Material comes from a Distance Education
program (PGDAEM) offered by MANAGE, India, used by
permission by Dr. M.N. Reddy, October 2012.
http://bit.ly/1lyRvyXx

Designed to
be Shared

JUSAID

FROM THE AMERICAN PEOPLE

Prepared by Oliver Ferguson and Kathryn Heinz, July 2014
University of lllinois at Urbana-Champaign

| 4

Available at www.meas-extension.org/tip-sheets
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